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"I will put hostility between you and
the woman, and between yoursseed
and hersSeéd. He will crush your head,
andwou will crush his heel.”

GENESIS 3:15



We Welcome Our Visitors who are with us this morning.
We hope that you are uplifted by the Gospel at our worship service.
We invite you to join us every Sunday. Please sign our guestbook in the entry.
If you would like more information about our church, please contact the pastor.

7 Preparation for Worship: Read Psalm 130 (Lutheran Service Book or Pew Bible) T

Greeting and prayer: (Pastor)

Opening Hymn: “Lamb of God, We Fall Before Thee” TLH 358

a) | .

e 1y
I@@ﬁtz{—f_yil,ii_; S

1 Lamb of God, we fall be-fore Thee, Hum-bly trust-ing in Thy Cross.
2 Thee we own a per-fect Sav-ior, On - ly Source of all that’s good.
3 Je - sus gives us true re-pen-tance By His Spir - it sentfromheav'n,
4 Faith He grants us to be-lieve it, Grate-ful hearts His love to prize;
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That a-lone be all our glo-ry; All things else are on-1ly dross.
Ev - 'ry grace and ev-'ry fa-vor Comesto us thro' Je-sus' blood.
Whispers this transporting sentence,“Son, thy sins are all for-giv'n.”
Want we wis-dom? He must give it, Hear-ing ears and see-ing eyes. A-men.

- . o o » » - -
T |

)

o A
ol i =
z —F ¥
e e e e
1 ! i I ! i I I I
b Jesus gives us pure affections, 6 All our prayers and all our praises,
Wills to do what He reqguires, Rightly offered in His name,—
Makes us follow His directions, He that dictates them is Jesus;

And what He commands, inspires. He that answers is the same.
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THE INVOCATION

We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
(LSB p. 184; TLH page 15)

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

THE CONFESSION OF SINS

We come before our Holy God recognizing that we are sinful and daily need His forgiveness.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God, our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord.
Who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord.
And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.

O almighty God, merciful Father, |, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto
Thee all my sins and iniquities with which | have ever offended Thee and
justly deserved Thy temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry
for them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray Thee of Thy boundless
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of
Thy beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and by the authority and command of
our Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Latin for “Glory to the Father” (LSB p. 186; TLH page 16)

THE GLORIA PATRI
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.
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THE KYRIE
Latin for “O Lord.” We approach our Lord with a cry for help in all the needs of our earthly life. (LSB p. 186; TLH, p. 7)
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In Latin “Gloria in excelsis Deo” means “Glory to God in the highest.” We rejoice In our Lord who came to earth to bring

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

us His peace. (LSB 187-189; TLH, p. 7)
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we bless Thee, we wor - ship

We praise Thee,
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O Lord God, heav’'n-ly
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world,
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,
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THE SALUTATION (Greeting)

P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P} We pray:
O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought them
to the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that following our Savior and
trusting in His saving work we may walk through the wilderness of this world toward
the glory of the world to come. We pray this through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

SCRIPTURE READINGS

God speaks to us.

First Reading Genesis 1:26-28, 2:15-25 (EHV)

126 God said, “Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness, and let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the sky, and over the
livestock, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that crawls on the earth.”

" God created the man in his own image. In the image of God he created him.

Male and female he created them.

8 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and subdue
it. Have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the sky, and over every living
thing that moves on the earth.”

... #>The Lord God took the man and settled him in the Garden of Eden to work it and
to take care of it. '® The Lord God gave a command to the man. He said, “You may freely
eat from every tree in the garden, " but you shall not eat from the Tree of the
Knowledge of Good and Evil, for on the day that you eat from it, you will certainly die.”

'"®The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. | will make a helper who
is a suitable partner for him.” " Out of the soil the Lord God had formed every wild
animal and every bird of the sky, and he brought them to the man to see what he would
call them. Whatever the man called every living creature, that became its name. * The
man gave names to all the livestock, and to the birds of the sky, and to every wild animal,
but for Adam no helper was found who was a suitable partner for him. 2' The Lord God
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caused the man to fall into a deep sleep. As the man slept, the Lord God took a rib and
closed up the flesh where it had been.  The Lord God built a woman from the rib that

he had taken from the man and brought her to the man.

2 The man said, Now this one is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh.
She will be called “woman,” because she was taken out of man.
24 For this reason a man will leave his father and his mother
and will remain united with his wife, and they will become one flesh.
2 They were both naked, the man and his wife, and they were not ashamed.

THE GRADUAL

When God speaks to us in His Word it is natural for us to respond. We sing “Hallelujah!"—meaning “Praise the Lord!”
(LSB p. 190; TLH p. 20)

([P) Blessed are they that hear the word of God and keep it. Alleluia!

[P} The Gospel reading is from
Glory be to Thee, O Lord!

Gospel Reading

Romans 5:12-18.
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Romans 5:12-18 (EHV)

12S0 then, just as sin entered the world through one man and death through sin, so
also death spread to all people because all sinned. ™ For even before the law was given,
sin was in the world. Now, sin is not charged to one's account if there is no law, " and yet
death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those whose sin
was not like the transgression of Adam, who is a pattern of the one who was to come.

'>But the gracious gift is not like Adam'’s trespass. For if the many died by the trespass
of this one man, it is even more certain that God's grace, and the gift given by the grace

of the one man Jesus Christ, overflowed to the many!

' And the gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin, for the judgment that
followed the one trespass resulted in a verdict of condemnation, but the gracious gift
that followed many trespasses resulted in a verdict of justification.



" Indeed, if by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through the one man, it is
even more certain that those who receive the overflowing grace of the gift of
righteousness will reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ!

'®So then, just as one trespass led to a verdict of condemnation for all people, so also
one righteous verdict led to life-giving justification for all people.

P} Here ends our Gospel reading.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ!

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
We boldly confess what we believe. (W.S. p. 15)

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn of the Day: 562 v. 1-3 All Mankind Fell in Adam'’s Fall LSB 562 v. 1-3

Children’s Sermon - Children 10 years old and younger are invited to come up front.

Sermon Text: Genesis 3:1-15 (EHV)

Now the serpent was more clever than any wild animal which the LORD God had
made. He said to the woman, "Has God really said, 'You shall not eat from any tree in the
garden'?”



>The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees of the garden, * but
not from the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden. God has said, ‘You shall
not eat from it. You shall not touch it, or else you will die.”

“The serpent said to the woman, “You certainly will not die. > In fact, God knows that
the day you eat from it, your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing
good and evil.”

®When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was appealing to
the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took some of its fruit and
ate. She gave some also to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. " The eyes of
both of them were opened, and they realized that they were naked. They sewed fig
leaves together and made coverings for their waists. ® They heard the voice of
the LORD God, who was walking around in the garden during the cooler part of the day,
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the
trees of the garden.

®The LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”

“The man said, “I heard your voice in the garden, and | was afraid, because | was
naked, so | hid myself.”

""God said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree from
which I commanded you not to eat?”

'2The man said, “The woman you gave to be with me—she gave me fruit from the
tree, and | ate it.” "> The LORD God said to the woman, “What have you done?”

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and | ate.”
“The LORD God said to the serpent:
Because you have done this, you are cursed more than all the livestock,
and more than every wild animal.
You shall crawl on your belly, and you shall eat dust all the days of your life.
> | will put hostility between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed.
He will crush your head, and you will crush his heel.

Sermon Theme: Old Testament “People of the Passion” - Adam & Eve

T Why is the account of the fall into sin so important when it comes to our faith
and our salvation?

¥ What can we learn about our great enemy, Satan, and his temptations from this
account?

10



¥ Explain what God meant in His first Gospel promise in Genesis 3:15:
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THE OFFERTORY
(LSB p. 192-193; TLH p. 22-23)
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Sermon Hymn: 562 v. 4-6 (tune of 571 LSB) All Mankind Fell in Adam’s Fall

THE OFFERING OF THANKFUL HEARTS

In tangible evidence of our gratitude, we offer the Lord the gift of our money, remembering that He has first given to us
that we might have to give to Him.

Choir Song: “And Can it Be?”

And can it be that | should gain an int'rest in the Savior's blood?
Died He for me who caused His pain? For me who Him to death pursued?
Amazing love! How can it be that Thou my God, shouldst die for me?

He left His Father’s throne above, so free, so infinite His grace;
Emptied Himself of all but love, and bled for Adam'’s helpless race;
‘Tis mercy all, immense and free; for, O my God, it found out me.

No condemnation now | dread, Jesus and all in Him is mine!
Alive in Him, my living Head, and clothed in righteousness divine,
Bold | approach th'eternal throne, and claim the crown through Christ my own.

Amazing love, how can it be that Thou, my God shouldst die for me?

THE GENERAL PRAYER

(Pastor)

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come;
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
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THE BENEDICTION
The blessing given by God for the blessing of His people (Numbers 6:24-26). (LSB p. 202; TLH p. 31)

P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.

Closing Hymn: 569 (tune of hymn 437) In Adam We Have All Been One

(please stand for last verse)

Announcements
.r N’ . Welcome! We welcome all our visitors this morning.
..Luwmgmmmom Please sign our guest book and come worship with us again soon.
Today: Choir - 8am
2/22/26 Worship - 9am

Sunday School & Bible Class — 10:15am
Sunday School Teachers Meeting — 11:15am

This Week: Wednesday — Wednesday Lent Worship #2 — 6:30pm

Church Cleaning: Team #8 (2/21-2/27); Team #9 (2/28-3/6)

Next Sunday: Choir - 8am
3/1/26 Worship w/ Communion - 9am
Sunday School & Bible Class — 10:15am

Some Friendly Reminders to Our Worshippers —

T Please keep in mind that many of our members appreciate some quiet time during the
postlude music following the worship service to continue their meditation on the worship
service.

T+ If you'd like to converse in the sanctuary after the worship service, please keep the
volume of the conversations down out of respect for the sanctuary and for those who are
still meditating on the service. Thank you!

¥ May our Savior bless your worship and meditation on His Word today!
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Wednesday Lent Worship Services / Preaching Schedule (2/18 — 3/25) @ 6:30pm

Please make plans to join us for our Wednesday Lent worship
services at 6:30pm. The theme of our Wednesday Lent series this
year is “Return to the Lord.” The theme comes from Joel 2:13
“Return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to
anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and He relents over disaster”
(Joel 2:13). God's invitation and promise finds its fullness in Jesus
Christ, who personifies and accomplishes all that God declares.
During this season of Lent, we will consider this theme “Return to the
Lord,” and examine how the call to return played out in practical ways
for the people who walked alongside Christ as He demonstrated and carried out God's grace and
mercy on our behalf, taking God's wrath upon Himself, setting the stage for God to “turn and
relent, and leave a blessing behind Him" (Joel 2:14).

Each sermon in this series focuses on a particular event in the Passion, with a special focus on the
people involved in the event. We pray that by studying the events and people of various parts of
Jesus' Passion this helps us to see how we too have turned away from the Lord, and to reinforce
and rejoice in God's call for us to return to Him with all our heart.

¥+ February 25 - “Return from Denial” — Pastor Luke Bernthal
¥+ March 4t — “Return from Betrayal” — Pastor Mike Gurath
(Peace Thru Christ, Middleton, WI)
T+ March 11t - “Return to Prayer” — Pastor Terrel Kesterson (Ascension, Batavia, IL)
T+ March 18t - “Return from False Witness”- Pastor Andy Schaller
(Luther Memorial, Fond du Lac, WI)
¥+ March 25 - “Return to the Kingdom of God” - Pastor Luke Bernthal

Messiah School - Rams Apparel (Bulk Order due TODAY Feb. 22) -

Messiah's full merchandise inventory can be viewed at our storefront
(messiahrams.wemaketshirts.store). The prices listed on the storefront reflect
regular, individual pricing. Please complete the form here (or scan the QR
code) to take advantage of bulk order pricing. You can also sign up on the
order sheets on the cupboards in the church hallway. Bulk pricing will vary by
item and is only available if the group order meets the required quantity.
Orders placed directly through the website will not be included in the bulk
order. The deadline to join the bulk order is noon TODAY Sunday, February
22. Please speak with Principal Tiefel if you have any questions.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc4yTeYAu90E9iu85cd4AEFveDYkhMZkd9g6yZq8c9ANoHDtQ/viewform?usp=dialog

() (J
rTWeSSWh Messiah Church Council Meeting Summary (2/19)

1. Reports

a. Pastor

With the help of Principal Tiefel the Livestream links, bulletin link, and
“Helpful Links” for members have been updated in the emails sent with the
sermon each Sunday (and Wednesday during Lent and Advent). Members
can click on these links and will be taken directly to the website or file
connected to it.

b. Treasurer

Joel Gerbitz clarified that the fees for online giving are usually deducted from
an individual’s contribution rather than added to the contribution amount.

c. Board of Elders

Ted Quade clarified that the elders are awaiting responses to delinquency
letters by April 1 before discussing further steps. Four such letters have been
sent to delinquent members.

2. Old Business
a. Council spending authority policy: Caleb Gerbitz has not received feedback on
the proposed bylaw since presenting it to the voters at the recent quarterly
meeting.
b. Piano replacement: The church piano replacement will be covered by a donation
from a member family. Voter approval is not required for the purchase, and the
piano committee will be directed to proceed with purchasing a new instrument.

3. New Business
a. Filing of financial records

Joel Gerbitz advised that the council should maintain a filing system for
important financial documents independent of ChurchTrac, as ChurchTrac
may not always be available as an external storage solution.

Joel will use the existing Trustees shared drive to organize financial records.
Generally, financial documents older than eight years should be deleted.

b. Financial reporting in the bulletin

The current weekly reporting structure for church finances has been observed
to be misleading, as online giving is totaled every two weeks and many
families give offerings on a biweekly or monthly basis.

Joel Gerbitz proposed that financial reports be printed in the bulletin only on
the second Sunday of every month, to allow time for compiling the previous
month’s data and to even out apparent fluctuations.

Joel will present a motion to be brought to the voters at the next council
meeting.
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Church of the Lutheran
Confession

Daily Rest Devotions Available Online "l‘cx_c
Each Messiah family receives a copy of

the Daily Rest daily devotion booklet in
their church mailbox. Please pick up the - 2
latest edition if you have not already. Did :

 Home Dal

you know that it's also available online on

the CLC website (clclutheran.org), and that the daily devotions can be delivered into your email
inbox each day? Go to https://dailyrest.clclutheran.org/ and type your email address in the
“Subscribe” box on the top left corner of the screen.

CLC Call News - Dr. Daniel Sullivan has received the call from the CLC Call Committee for
Educational Institutions to serve as a professor at Immanuel Lutheran High School, College, and
Seminary in Eau Claire, WI. <> Dr. Daniel Schierenbeck has received the two-year call from the
CLC Call Committee for Educational Institutions to serve as the President of Immanuel Lutheran
High School, College, and Seminary in Eau Claire, WI. <> Teacher Katie Naumann of Immanuel
Lutheran School, Winter Haven, FL, has received the call to Redeemer Lutheran School, Cheyenne,
WY. <> Pastor Aaron Ude of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Rapid City, SD, has returned the
call to Holy Cross Ev. Lutheran Church, Phoenix, AZ. <> Pastor Tom Naumann of Mt. Zion
Lutheran Church, Madison Heights, MI, has received the call to Grace Lutheran Church, Fridley,
MN. <> Pastor Stefan Sonnenfeld of Redeemer Lutheran Church, Sister Lakes, MI,

has received the call to Living Hope Lutheran Church, Appleton, WI. <> Seminarian Sam
Radermacher, in conjunction with his vicarship under Pastor Wayne Eichstadt of Gethsemane
Lutheran Church, Spokane, WA, has accepted the summer vacancy call to Trinity Ev. Lutheran
Church, Spokane, WA.

Call for CLC Nominations - The deadline is March 31 for nominations to CLC offices at our
upcoming synod convention, June 25-28, 2026. Pastors, professors, male teachers, and voters of
congregations within the Church of the Lutheran Confession are invited to nominate individuals
for the following synodical offices: ® CLC President e CLC Vice-President e CLC Moderator e
CLC Secretary e Called Servants for the Board of Trustees, Regents, Missions, and Education e Lay
Members for the Board of Trustees, Regents, Missions, and Education. An online nomination form
and accompanying information is available at clclutheran.net/nominations.

CLC Grade School Basketball Tournament Band -

Come and join the 22nd CLC Tourney Band at the CLC Grade School Basketball Tournament in
Eau Claire, Wl on Saturday, March 14! Register band players (grades 5-8)

at clctourneyband.weebly.com Music is available on the website. Basketball players and non-
basketball players are welcome! Our one practice will be during that Saturday morning (time
TBA) with a performance around noon. Please send questions to Laurie Lau:
music@thelaus.com
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CLC Financial Report - January 2026

Balance YTD YTD Budget Balance

Operating Funds 71172025 | Revenue | Disbursed | 7 Months | 1/31/2026
General Fund 0 722,388 706,295 737,975 16,093
ILC Operations (incl. CLC subsidy) 0] 1,179,375 968,274 1,035,440 211,101

Auxiliary Funds
ILC Improvement Fund (IIF) 99,143 23,494 30,499 92,138,
ILC Building Projects 2,066,713 398,746 340 2,465,119
Mission Dev elopment Fund (MDF) 148,402 186,887 149,006 186,283
Kinship 169,472 137,704 124,852 182,324
Church Extension Fund (CEF) 2,503,796 515,109 600,222 2,418,683
Student Aid Fund (SAF) 101,689 124,817 165,128 61,378,
EduK8 Fund 70,311 51,739 30,000 92,050,
Reserve Fund 103,629 2,321 0 105,950

Auxiliary Funds Totals || $5,263,155 | $1,440,817  $1,100,047 $5,603,925

General Fund — The positive balance in the General Fund increased slightly this month and now sits at
about $16,000, which is $20,000 ahead of last year.

ILC Operations — January, the first month of the second semester at ILC, is generally a good month
for revenue and this year is no exception. Revenues were about $50,000 more than disbursements,
increasing the ending balance by that amount.

Kinship — Contributions continue to be strong and are up 54% over the same period last year.

Church Extension Fund - Year to date revenue consists of regular monthly payments received from
congregations on loans they owe the CLC and a lump-sum payoff of one loan for a total of about
$347,000. Revenue also includes $167,000 from increases in the market value of the investments.
Disbursements include $559,000 loaned to a member congregation for their building project.

EduK8 Fund — Another $10,000 was disbursed in January to assist one of our Christian day schools.

Other Auxiliary Funds — The activity in the other funds in the table above is similar to the activity in
the same period a year ago.

- Stephen R. Lentz, CLC Treasurer & Thomas J. Lentz, Chairman, CLC Board of Trustees
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Bible Readings:

2/22

2/23

2/24

2/25

2/26

2/27

2/28

1Sam. 25:1-22
Psalm 53
Col. 1:24-2:5

1Sam. 25:23-44
Psalm 54
Col. 2:6-15

1Sam. 26
Psalm 55
Col. 2:16-23

1Sam. 27
Psalm 56
Col. 3:1-17

1Sam. 28
Psalm 57
Col. 3:18-4:6

1Sam. 29
Psalm 58
Col. 4:7-18

1Sam. 30
Psalm 59
1Thess. 1

March Ushers

Caleb Gerbitz
Fred Goodrie

Tony Blue

March Slideshow

Austin Williams

Fruits of Faith

Budgetary Offerings*:
Budgetary Needs:
Over (Under) Budget:
MSAF:

MDF:

Kinship:

Piano Fund:

Cleaning Team
2/28-3/6

Team 9

B/L Blue
O. Docter
I/K Stewart
C/A Gerbitz

Last Week: To Date:

$9,865.94 $252,376.08
$8,642.65 $293,920.10
$1,223.29 ($41,544.02)
$25.00 $750.00
$60.00 $865.00
$100.00 $2,646.43

$6,000.00 $6,000.00

*Includes 2/1-2/15 E-giving: $5,910.87
Attendance Last Week (2/15): 113 (2/18): 84

Hymns and liturgical settings under copyright are used by permission through Concordia Publishing House, License #000013843,
Onelicense.net, #A-720270, or Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Part 3 © 2024 CPH. All rights reserved. Used
by permission. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The ESV Bible, © 2001 by Crossway. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Scripture quotations marked EHV are from the Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®)
© 2019 Wartburg Project, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission. CCLI copyright license: 20299861, CCLI streaming license:

20299878.

18




